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Death Grant Expression of Wish Form
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I wish Croydon Council, in the exercise of its discretion in the payment of lump sum death benefits, to consider paying any lump sum death grant due under the Pension Scheme Regulations to:

	Full Name _____________________________________

Relationship (if any)_____________________________

Date of Birth   ____________      Proportion ________%


	Address



	Full Name _____________________________________

Relationship (if any)_____________________________

Date of Birth   ____________      Proportion ________%


	Address

	Full Name _____________________________________

Relationship (if any)_____________________________

Date of Birth   ____________      Proportion ________%


	Address

	Full Name _____________________________________

Relationship (if any)_____________________________

Date of Birth   ____________      Proportion ________%


	Address


              If you wish to add additional beneficiaries, please provide full details on a separate sheet. 

            I understand that:

· This notice may be cancel or amend in writing at any time (see notes)
· The administrators are not bound by the notice and may disregard it in certain circumstances (see notes)

· I have read and understood the accompanying notes

Signature of scheme member ________________________        Date _____________________

DG1 – Notes

A death grant may be payable in respect of any member of the scheme who dies under the age of 75. A death grant is paid at the absolute discretion of Croydon Council. In most circumstances a death grant does not form part of your estate and is not subject to inheritance tax.

Any death grant is payable subject to any other Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) pension benefits you hold elsewhere. A check will be made to ensure only one death grant is payable across all the LGPS funds in England and Wales.

Why should you complete a Death Grant Expression of wish form? 

The advantage of nominating a beneficiary is that payment can be made quickly without waiting for your estate to be settled. Also, a payment to a nominee usually means that no inheritance tax needs to be paid on the death grant.   

If you have not made a nomination we will require further information from your family and dependants including in some cases probate or letters of administration. This can delay payment and in some cases result in inheritance tax being due on the death grant.  

Who can be nominated to receive the death grant? 

A death grant is paid at Croydon Council’s absolute discretion however we will usually pay to your chosen beneficiaries. You can nominate any person, charity or organisation to be your beneficiary and you can nominate more than one beneficiary. They do not need to be related to you or financially dependent on you.  If you nominate more than one beneficiary the percentage share must equal 100%.
If you nominate someone under the age of 18 to receive some or all of the death grant we will require a trust or some other suitable arrangement to be set up before payment is made. 

Changing or cancelling your nomination

You can change or cancel your nominated beneficiaries at any time by completing a new Expression of Wish form and it is important to review your choice periodically or if your circumstances change. 

When determining payment of death grants we do consider changes in circumstances. For example if you had nominated your parents and subsequently married or if you have nominated your spouse and you later divorce.  On occasion we may request further information from your family and/or dependents to help in our determination.  

How much is the death grant?

If you are an active member of the scheme it is 3 times your annual pensionable pay. 

If you are a deferred member of the scheme that left after 31 March 2008 the death grant is 5 times your deferred pension. If you left before 01 April 2008 the death grant is the deferred lump sum.

For retired members under the age of 75 that left after 01 April 2008 the death grant is equal to 10 years pension less the pension you have already received. If you left between 01 April 1998 and 31 March 2008 the death grant is equal to 5 years pension less the pension you have already received. If you left the scheme before the 01 April 1998 the death grant depends on the amount of membership you have in the scheme and how long you have been receiving your pension. 

Please complete and return the form to the Pension Team, Croydon Council, 5th Floor Zone A, Bernard Weatherill House, Croydon, CR0 5HW 
